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Athletics Team Travel Policy 

The goal of this policy is to outline expectations and provide guidance to coaching staff and student athletes so that they may reduce risk and offer safe travel arrangements while representing the University.

Statement

St. Thomas University is committed to providing a positive and safe athletic experience for athletes, coaches, and employees through its travel arrangements while representing the athletic department, and the university. Consistent with the Athletics Code of Conduct, varsity and club athletes are not only representatives of their sport, but are considered ambassadors of St. Thomas University and the Department of Athletics. 

Scope

This policy applies to members of the university community who are actively involved in the representation of STU Tommies Athletics as athletes, coaches, volunteers, or employees. This policy includes all travel whether it is arranged by the Athletics department staff or its coaches.  

Expectations 

· All team travel will be arranged by a member of St. Thomas University Athletics Department Staff.  Team travel use of privately owned vehicles for the transportation of student-athletes is not allowed unless circumstances warrant it, and such alternate arrangements are approved by the Director of Athletics*.  Privately owned vehicles used on approved team travel are to be properly insured, registered, and inspected.
· Vehicles equipped with winter tires will be used for travel during the period extending from November 1st to April 30th.   (Note: for buses, “winter tires” mean a combination of tires specifically designed for winter driving conditions.)
· All student-athletes must travel as a part of the team contingent and must be accompanied by a member of the coaching staff or a designated St. Thomas Athletics staff member, unless otherwise approved (see below).
· Athletes that are injured and will not play on the road will not make overnight trips unless approved by Department of Athletics.
· Athletes can request permission to travel separately from the team. This request must be approved via the “Student-Athlete Travel Release Form”. In such situations, it is recommended that expectations regarding participation at team meal(s) and implications for meal money be determined in advance of the travel.  
· Coaches must submit “STU Athletics Travel Roster Form” to Department of Athletics 72 hours in advance of the trip and ensure Department of Athletics has appropriate emergency contact info. 
· In the event of an incident/accident, a “STU Athletics Travel Accident-Incident Form” must be filled out by team official as soon as possible and submitted to the Athletics Director.  If appropriate, the individuals identified as “emergency contacts” will be informed by the Department of Athletics in an appropriate manner and timeline.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Prior to November 1, travel by passenger vans may take place.  Fifteen passenger vans will not be used. These vehicles can never have more passengers than available seat belts. Only drivers with appropriate licenses for the vehicle being driven and approved by the Department of Athletics can drive. (Drivers must have a current photo of their license on file with the Department of Athletics.*)
· After November 1st, travel will be by motor coach and professional driver only, unless otherwise approved by the Director of Athletics*, and if the weather conditions warrant it. 
· When on the road in poor weather conditions the driver will decide if it is safe to proceed.  If a decision is made to not proceed, the Coach or designate will inform the Director of Athletics* of that decision and arrangements will be made for overnight accommodations at the nearest possible appropriate hotel/motel. The Department of Athletics will arrange payment for accommodations.
· When departing from St. Thomas University in poor weather conditions or if a weather storm warning/watch is in place, the Director of Athletics* may decide not to allow travel after reviewing most current forecasts and in consultation with some or all of the following: driver, bus company, VP Finance and Administration and head coach.
· All parties traveling must carry proper identification and Provincial Health Card.  If teams are traveling internationally, student-athletes and coaches are responsible for procuring and carrying their passports (or other appropriate documentation – ie: Nexus card) and apply for international travel VISA where necessary.
· When travelling outside of Canada, all athletes and coaches must carry appropriate medical coverage. If necessary Blue Cross coverage can be arranged and purchased by the Athletics Department and charged to the teams exhibition budget if within the existing budget. 
· No alcoholic beverages, cannabis or tobacco are permitted in the coach, bus, van or car.
· Teams should be reminded by coaching staff that they are in the public eye when traveling and their dress code and behavior should reflect St. Thomas University’s Athletics Code of Conduct. 













Accountability

Student athletes and coaches who do not comply with this policy will be held accountable for their actions. Any resulting penalties or sanctions will be determined by the Director of Athletics in accordance with Athletics Policies and Procedures. 

If the Head Coach has concerns with respect to risk and safety management relating to team travel, the complaint must be submitted within 48 hours of the circumstances whereby the concern arose, to the Director of Athletics for review with the Director of Facilities Management. Communication and action will be taken as appropriate.

* (designate if unavailable)



