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Athletics Social Media Policy 

The goal of this policy is to outline expectations and provide guidance to student athletes so they may best represent themselves and the university when they post or interact with others through various on-line and social media channels.

Statement

St. Thomas University is committed to providing a positive athletic experience for athletes, coaches, and employees through mutual respect for varsity teams, the Department of Athletics, , and  St. Thomas University as well as varsity athletics players and teams from other universities. Consistent with the Athletics Code of Conduct, varsity and club athletes are not only representatives of their sport, but are considered ambassadors of St. Thomas University and the Department of Athletics. For the purposes of this policy, and when they are interacting on-line and through social media channels, student athletes are expected to display exemplary conduct which reflects the privileged position they occupy and abide by the expectations per Appendix A in the Athletics Code of Conduct.  

Scope

This policy applies to members of the university community who are involved in the representation of STU Tommies Athletics as athletes, coaches, volunteers, or employees. This policy includes all social media posts, and is not limited to those concerning the university or athletics.

Expectations 

The information you post is vulnerable to context, circumstance, and interpretation and comes with the same rights and responsibilities as your off-line activities and actions. As a student athlete, you not only represent yourself, but also your team, the Department of Athletics, and St. Thomas University. Your posts are considered a part of your conduct and, therefore, must correspond with the St. Thomas University Policy on Non-Academic Misconduct and Athletics Code of Conduct.

There is no expectation of privacy on social media sites.  STU Tommies fans include many teens and young school children who see Tommies as role models.  Content that is shared on social media can reflect negatively on you, your team, and St. Thomas University, and in some cases can result in damaging media attention. Further, social media creates a lasting impression that may affect future job applications, scholarships, or relationships. It may also have an impact on supporters and sponsors of STU Tommies Athletics. 

Examples of inappropriate online activity include but are not limited to:

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Photos, videos, posts, or comments by yourself or teammates if they reflect partying, consumption of alcohol, cannabis or questionable behavior, particularly in team gatherings or in STU Tommies clothing.
· Photos, videos, posts, or comments that are of a sexual nature, or encourage unacceptable, violent, or illegal activity.
· Offensive language in comments, videos, and other posts including threats of violence or derogatory comments regarding race, gender, sexual orientation, or team affiliation.
· Unsportsmanlike or demeaning comments towards other athletes or teams, as well as governing bodies (ACAA, AUS, CCAA, USports).

Accountability

Student athletes who do not comply with this policy will be held accountable for their actions. 

Any resulting penalties will be determined by the Director of Athletics in accordance with the Athletics Code of Conduct or by the Director of Student Services the St. Thomas University Policy on Non-Academic Misconduct and Athletics Code of Conduct

Recommendations for Student Athletes

1. Always use privacy and security settings on social media accounts to restrict access to your profile(s). Be cautious of your privacy settings when joining networks or groups. 
2. If you intend to utilize social media outlets to promote your experience as a student athlete, please notify your head coach or sports information officer in advance so as to ensure accurate and appropriate distribution of information.
3. If you are ever in doubt of the appropriateness of your on-line public material, consider whether it upholds and positively reflects your own values, as well as the Athletics Code of Conduct. 
